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The deconstruction (and even the up-scaling) of the components of the Zeeuwse 
Tong unit will allow us to better relate them to the scale, the context and the 
specific problems of our focus area in Zeeland, resulting to a landscape which:

- will be equal or even more profitable, and with shared risk taking by a collective 
of farmers (economic viability)

- will support the existing cultural identity of the region, respects landscape 
(historic) features or even increases their diversity and will ‘invite’ people, 
offering them saline experiences (Genius Loci & Soul of Zeeland)

- potentially can enhance water protection systems and make the landscape 
more resilient to salt water intrusion (ecological resilience)

contextual design principles

2. Technique - the Composition of the elements that form the unit 

Becoming gradually more contextual fitted to the landscape and loosing the form of the Z.T. unit. Within 
the collaboration the unit is broken down into its components, and then combined in a holistic way 
and then shared, so as to increase the multifunctionality of the land, but also position the aquaculture 
elements in a contextual way, which strengthens the landscape and insures sustainability.

Water system between the new ‘units’
- The larger scale saline water system is made up of smaller mini-
systems, which can either be isolated, or combined as one larger 
entity. The level of isolation will vary depending on water levels and 
water quality, and will allow for flexibility of the water situation in 
each individual inlagen. The smaller systems are all interconnected 
so that the water can be directed to their neighbour, by means of 
underground pipes and wind and solar powered pumps. 
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analytical components
1. Percentage of space: 
Private/Public/Nature
Within the constructs of our theory we tested a 50 / 50 % relationship 
between productive land and a multifunctional landscape that caters 
for all, increasing the influence of the public involvement and nature 
criteria. Integrating the private areas with public and nature, and visa 
versa.

3. Water System

4 & 5. Public involvement & Nature value
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4. Use of contextual landforms, to adhere to public expectations (increasing level of interaction in the landscape).
- Emulating of inlagen, which are part of the cultural heritage of the island of North Beveland, reflecting their strife with the sea, 
protecting the land. Inlagen are a kind of double dike system, where an inner dike was added, as the outer dike was beginning to fail. 
- Increasing the public interaction in all the areas in the landscape to increase the saline landscape experience, with all its elements.

5. New saline nature areas, increasing resilience and relation to context 
- Nature inlagen: The area is under influence of the salt water, and usually have a nature designation, and also as a filter for the excess 
nutrients from the ponds. They are part of nature 2000, and cultural heritage. 
- Introducing nature value to the pond areas.

Water system in the ‘unit’
-  Water is pumped from the sea into the ponds 
- Ponds are refreshed daily, waste water then is brought to retention 
for use on crops. 
- The water is sprayed over the crops, and collected through 
underground drainage to retention areas.
- Within the retention areas the water is further cleaned by  
cockles, muscles and water plants.
- The cleaner water is then transported to the nature areas and 
utilised also for recreation.
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ground level differences in the inlagen
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case B3 _‘necklace’ of inlagen

ponds in water (water infrastructure) and netting above each pond close 
to the water or on higher poles

water & dikes

farmers infrastructure 

tourists infrastructure 

land uses

nature inlagen
productive inlagen
saline crops
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